ISE   POLAND    LOST ?

ijegularly. Otto accepted the argument and decided
in Mieszko's favour. At the same time, he proposed
that Mieszko should send his son Boleslaw to be
f educated in Germany, in order the better to absorb
the spirit of Christianity. Actually, Boleslaw served
as a hostage, to ensure that his father would
continue to carry out his undertakings to the
Emperor.

However, through the conversion of his people,
Mieszko had also set a barrier to German expansion
at the expense of the Poles. They could carry on
their Christianizing wars against other Slavs, but
not against Mieszko's people. For thirty years the
Polish prince remained in favour with Otto I and
his son, Otto II, despite several successful private
wars against the Germans. Meanwhile, he devoted
his attention to the consolidation of the State,
building up a standing army and wisely attending
to the problems of finance.

Mieszko's son, Boleslaw the Brave (912-10^5),
inherited a well-knit, powerful State. Incidentally,
it was during this period that the first Christian
Hungarian king, St Stephen, was crowned. During
the succeeding eight centuries, during which
Poland continued to play an important role in
Europe, she frequently fought and defeated Ger-
marife, Czechs, Russians and Turks in alliance with
Hungary, That is the historical origin of the Polish-
Hungarian friendship which, at the beginning of
1939, led the two peoples to strive for a common
frontier.

Boleslaw continued his father's policy and
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